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MCLs are set at very stringent levels. To understand the possible health effects described for many regulated constituents, a person 
would have to drink 2 liters of water every day at the MCL level for a lifetime to have a 1 in 1 million chance of having the described 
health effect.
Notice to Immuno-Compromised Individuals
Some people may be more vulnerable to contaminants in drinking water than the general population. 
Immuno-compromised persons, such as persons with cancer undergoing chemotherapy, 
persons who have undergone organ transplants, persons with HIV/AIDS or other immune 
system disorders, some elderly, and infants can be particularly at risk from infections. These 
people should seek advice about drinking water from their health care providers. EPA/
CDC guidelines on appropriate means to lessen the risk of infection by cryptosporidium 
and other microbiological contaminants are available from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline 
(1-800-426-4791).
If present, elevated levels of lead can cause serious health problems, especially for pregnant women 
and young children.  Lead in drinking water is primarily from materials and components associated 
with service lines and home plumbing.  The City of McDonough Water System is responsible for 
providing high quality drinking water, but cannot control the variety of materials used in plumbing components.  When your water 
has been sitting for several hours, you can minimize the potential for lead exposure by flushing your tap for 30 seconds to 2 minutes 
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Information on lead in drinking water, testing methods, and steps you can take to minimize exposure is available from the Safe 
Drinking Water Hotline or at http://www.epa.gov/safewater/lead .

Water Quality Data

Inorganic Contaminants

Fluoride (ppm) 4.0 4.0 1.53 0 - 1.53 No Naturally occuring,
      Additive for stronger  
      teeth

Nitrate (ppm) 10.0 10.0 3.1 0.36 - 3.10 No Fertilizer runoff,  
      leaching from septic  
      tanks

Disinfection Contaminants

Substance  MCL  MCLG City of McDonough Detected Violations   Typical Source
            Maximum  Range  of Contamination

TTHM’s (ppb) 80 N/A 32.9 16.3 - 32.9 No

HAA5’s (ppb) 60 N/A 17.7 11.4 - 17.7 No

By-product of  
Chlorination

Lead & Copper

Substance  Action     City of McDonough           Detected      Violations     Typical Source
  Level         Maximum                         Range   of Contamination

Lead (ppb) 15.0     6            0 - 6             No Corrosion of  
household

plumbing systemsCopper (ppb)  1.3      0.36             0 - 0.36            No

Organic Contaminants

TOC (ppm) (TT) TT>35% 2.1 0.8-2.1  No Naturally occuring

Microbiological Contaminants

Substance  MCL  MCLG City of McDonough Detected Violations   Typical Source
            Maximum  Range  of Contamination

Total Coliform 0% 0% 0% 0% No Naturally occurring
Bacteria

Fecal Coliform 0% 0% 0% 0% No Human & Animal
Bacteria      Waste

Turbidity (NTU) 1 NTU 100%<0.3 0.16 0.03 - 0.16 No Agriculture, Geology

2010

Chlorine (ppm) 4  4  2.07 1.0 - 2.07  No Additive/microbe control



Did You Know?

 
 
 > Over 351,010,000 gallons of water were 

treated and pumped to the distribution 
system in 2010

 > 98% of the water treated came from the 
surface water plant and 2% from the 
groundwater wells

 > Operators are licensed by the  
State of Georgia and must meet 
continuous training and educational 
requirements

 > You can refill an 8 ounce glass of  
water approximately 7,000 times for  
the same cost of a 6-pack of soft drinks
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